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2 TiMOTHY iv. 7, 8. 

I have fought, a, good Fight; I have 
finiſhed my Courſe; I have kept the 
Faith. Hencęforthi there is laid up 
for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord the righteous Judge 
ook give me at that Day: and not to 


me only, but unto all Them, alſo, tha 
love ns eee 


—— 


Auwox G the various bleſſings which a 
kind Providence hath beſtowed upon us- 
with regard to the preſent world, ſome of 
the molt important and agreeable are un- 
doubtedly thoſe that ariſe from our ſocial 
connections. Our intimate Acquaintance 
and our near Relatives are, in a particular 
manner, united to us by many tender and 

A 2 endearing 
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endearing ties, and contribute highly to 
the happineſs of our lives. 


But proportionable to the pleaſure they 
have given us while they were continued 
below, muſt, in ſome degree, be the con- 
cern we feel when they are taken away. 
The death of our friends cannot be other- 
wiſe than affecting to the mind; and every 
principle of humanity, reaſon, and reli- 
gion, not only allows, but juſtifies the 
emotions of grief on ſuch an occaſion. 
Provided we do not tranſgreſs the limits 
which piety and reſignation point out; the 
riſing ſigh, the falling tear, and the in- 
ward pang, are ſo far from being the acts 
of weakneſs or of fin, that they are the 
natural, the juſt, the Chriſtian tribute of 
the affection and reſpect which we owe 
to the perſons who have been cloſely con- 
nefted with us in our mortal journey. 


But our ſituation, on the loſs of thoſe 
who have been dear to us, muſt be ex- 
tremely different, according to the differ- 
ent circumſtances attending their removal; 
and eſpecially, according to the goodneſs 

or 
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or badneſs of their tempers and characters. 
If we have no well grounded hope with 
regard to their eternal bleſſedneſs, there is 
cauſe for deep and pungent anguiſh. In 
that caſe the ſprings of ſorrow will be 
prodigiouſly increaſed; and all the ſolem- 
nities accompanying the departure of our 
relatives be inveſted with double horrour. 
But if, on the contrary, we have ſolid 
reaſon to believe that our friends are tranſ- 
lated to the manſions of unfading felicity, 
how much will this thought alleviate our 
concern for their death! It is true that 
we have the pain of being deprived of 
them; and to be deprived of ſuch valuable 
perſons is a real affliction. There will, 
however, be a ſweet conſolation and glad- 
neſs intermingled with our grief: for it is, 
indeed, a moſt delightful thing when we 
can ſay of our deceaſed acquaintance and 
relations, that they have fought. a good 
fight, that they have finiſhed their courſe, 
that they have kept the faith; and that 
henceforth there is laid up for them a 
crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord 
the righteous Judge ſhall give them at the 

laſt 
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laſt day, and to all that love his appear- 


ance. | | 


The text was delivered by the great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, with a pecuhar 
reference to himſelf; and it is nobly ex- 
preſſive of the integrity, fortitude, and 
conſtancy he had manifeſted in the diſ- 
charge of the arduous work committed to 
his truſt ; of the ſatisfation and hope with 
which his breaſt was inſpired; and of the 
exalted happineſs reſerved for him in the 
celeſtial world. But there have been no 


ſmall differences of opinion, among the 


critics, concerning the time of St. Paul's 
life, in which the paſſage was written. It 
hath very generally been ſuppoſed that his 
ſecond Epiſtle to Timothy was the laſt of 
all his Epiſtles; and that the words we 
have fixed upon, as the ſubjett of our 
preſent diſcourſe, were ſpoken by him in 
the immediate proſpett of his becoming a 
Martyr to the cauſe of the bleſſed Saviour. 
It muſt be acknowledged, that the language 
of the Apoſtle, in itſelf conſidered, is ex- 
tremely ſuitable to ſuch a view of things, 

and 
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and eſpecially when we take in the verſe 
preceding the text ; at leaſt, as it ſtands in 
our Engliſh tranſlation. Several leamed 
men, however, have doubted whether the 
ſecond letter to Timothy was compoſed fo 
late as hath often been imagined; and, 
indeed, they have produced ſo many ſolid 
reaſons to the contrary, that I cannot but 
agree with them on this head. The fixth 
verle, © for I am now ready to be offered, 
and my departure is at hand, might, 
perhaps, more properly have been ren- 
dered, * for I am already poured out, and 
the time of my departure hath been 
© nigh at hand;” and, in that caſe, will 
only exprels the imminent danger St. Paul 
had been expoſed to, in conſequence of his 
being called before the Emperor Nero, 
who is probably the lion from whoſe 
mouth, he tells us, toward the cloſe of 
the chapter, that he was delivered. As to 
the text, there is nothing in it but wkat he 
might have aſſerted long before his difſo- 
lution. He could ſay, a conſiderable num- 
ber of years previouſly to his death, that 
he had fought a good fight, that he had 

run 


F 


run his race well, for ſo the finiſhing his 
courſe means, and that he had kept the 
faith, or maintained his fidelity; not to 
mention that theſe words may have an eſ- 
pecial reference to the ſevere trial of his 
integrity and fortitude which he had lately 
experienced. 


But the language of the Apoſtle will 
juſtly admit a general and extenſive appli- 
cation. It is beautifully expreſſive of the 
whole tenor of his diſpoſition and condutt; 


and he might have adopted it, with ſingular 


propriety and emphaſis, at the laſt moment 
of his life, 


Nor do the words of the text deſcribe 
the character and condition of St. Paul 
only, but the character and condition of 
all the ſincere ſervants of Jeſus, in every 
age, and in every nation. The words of 
the text finely repreſent what is the prac- 
tice of true Chriſtians while they continue 
below ; what the felicity is to which they 
are entitled hereaffer ; and what the pleaſ- 
ing reflections are which they may make at 


all times, and eſpecially when they come 


to 


49 
to die. We ſhall, therefore, in the farther 
proſecution of our ſubject, conſider, 


Firſt, the view that is given us of the 
temper and behaviour of the faithful Diſ- 
ciples of Jeſus; and, 


Secondly, the happineſs that will be 
conferred upon them in the future ſtate. 


We are to conſider, firſt, the view which 
is given us of the temper and behaviour of 
the faithful Diſciples of Jeſus. And we ſee 
that they fight a good fight, that they 
finiſh their courſe, and that they keep the 
faith, | 


The obſervation hath ſo frequently been 
made, that it is ſcarcely neceſſary to in- 
form you, that there is, in theſe terms, an 
evident alluſion to the public games which 
were celebrated in ſeveral parts of Greece, 
before a mighty concourſe of people. In 
theſe games there were exerciſes of various 
kinds; and rewards were propoſed to the 
conquerors. It was requiſite, in order to 
excell, for the candidates to maintain a 
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long courſe of ſevere diſcipline, previouſly 
to their entering the liſts, as well as to diſ- 
play the utmoſt vigour, fortitude and per- 
ſeverance, at the ſeaſon of trial : and ſuch 
as obtained the prize, were held in the 
higheſt degree of eſtimation and renown. 

Indeed, the conteſts at Olympia and other 
places, were capital articles in the ſyſtem 
of the grecian religion and policy; and 
they were looked upon in ſo honourable a 
light, that it is not ſurprizing that the beſt 
authors of antiquity ſhould take from them 
ſome of their fineſt images and figures. 
This, alſo, hath frequently been done by 
the writers of the New Teſtament, as 


might caſily be ſhewn: but at preſent we 


ſhall conſine ourſelves t to the langue of 
the text. 


Let it be obſerved, then, with regard to 
the faithful Diſciples of Chriſt, that they 
fight a good fight. The Apoſtle does not 
here mention any particular ſpecies of 
the public games, but ſeems to refer to 
the combats in general; and he de- 
clares that he had behaved manfully in the 
noble ſtruggle wherein he had been en- 


gaged 
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gaged. The words may be tranſlated, 
I have exerciſed a good exerciſe,” and 
may fignify St. Paul's full approbation of 
the choice he had made, as well as his 
conſciouſneſs of the fortitude with which 
he had acted. It was an excellent, an 
honourable part that he had embraced, m 


devoting himſelf to the ſervice of the bleſſ- 


ed Redeemer; and it is an excellent, an 


honourable part which every Chriſtian em- 
braces, when he determines to adhere to 
the doctrines and precepts of the Goſpel. 
Religion comes recommended to us by all 
poſſible conſiderations; and is infinitely 
preferable to the moſt alluring objetts 


- which this world can preſent to our atten- 


tion. Religion, therefore, we ſhould re- 
ceive with open arms, and reſolve to make 
her the companion of our lives. It is true 
that we ſhall meet with many difficulties in 
lo doing; and that ſtrong endeavours will 
be applied to ſeparate us from the lovely 
aſſociate in whom alone our real felicity 
will be found: but ſtill, if we are the ge- 


nuine ſervants of Jeſus, we ſhall ſtand firm 
to our choice, | 


Ms | We 


E. 

We need not ſay that the obſtructions 
we are expoſed to, in the moral and ſpi- 
ritual conteſt, are numerous and powerful. 
We need not ſay that we are ſurrounded 
with antagoniſts who will uſe their utmoſt 
attempts to prevent our laying hold of the 
crown of victory: and they v0, prevent 
our laying hold of it, unleſs we exert the 
ſtricteſt vigilance and the ſteadieſt courage. 
It is the character of ſincere Chriſtians that 
they do exert this vigilance and this cou- 
rage. They know that they are called out 
to endure a great combat with ſin, with 
temptation, and with affliction. They 
know that it is through various trials, and 
ſometimes through very preſſing tribula- 
tion, that they muſt enter into the king- 
dom of Heaven. Hence they ſummon 
up the whole fortitude, and diſplay the 
whole vigour of their ſouls: nor are they 
left to themſelyes alone in ſo doing; but 
are favoured with. the beſt ſupports and 
aſſiſtances. They are animated by the il- 
luſtrious proſpects of the everlaſting Gol- 
pel, and are ſtrengthened by that Divine 
aid, in conſequence of which they are 
enabled to go on conquering and to con- 
quer, | We 
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We obſerve, farther, with regard to the 
faithful Diſciples of the Saviour, that they 
finiſh their courſe; that is, they run the 
courſe which is aſſigned them, with ſtea- 
dineſs and alacrity. The Apoſtle here re- 
fers to a particular ſpecies of the games 
which were celebrated in ancient Greece. 
Among the reſt of the exerciſes, races, 
whether on foot, or in chariots, were 


deemed extremely honourable ; and are 
- as much alluded to, by the beſt writers, as 


any other ſpecies of the conteſts. In the 
New Teſtament, the chriſtian life is com- 
pared to a race, in a particular manner; 


and there could not be found a juſter re- 
preſentation of the conſtancy and aſſiduity 


with which we ought to perſiſt in our holy 


profeſſion. The perſons who would per- 
form a race well, muſt tend continually to 
the goal, and preſs towards it with ſpeed 
and ardour : nor ſhould they ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be ſtopped, or diverted, in their 
career of glory, by any foreign object. 


Such is the character, and ſuch the con- 
duct, of thoſe who truly engage in the 


ſervice of Religion, They ſee that a cer- 
| _ tain 


a) 


tain courſe is preſcribed to them, and that 
courſe they uniformly follow. They are 
ſteady and regular in the diſcharge of their 
duty; and their ſteps are directed to the 
grand end they have in view. Temptations, 
of various kinds, aſſume the moſt flattering 
forms, and endeavour to draw off the 
Chriſtian from purſuing the path which is 
marked out to him in the ſacred writings. 
They call to him, in the moſt perſuaſive 
language they can invent, and tell him, 
that, if he will forſake the hard and pain- 
ful taſk he hath undertaken, they will lead 
him to the ways of pleaſure and gladneſs. 
But unmindful of their deceitful inſinu- 
ations, and their falſe promiſes, he keeps 
his eye fixed on the reward of his toyls, 
urges on towards it, and ſtrives to accele- 
rate his pace. Ves, the real Diſciples of 
Jeſus, inſpired by the ſupports and proſ- 
peas of the Goſpel, run the race that is ſet 
before them, with patience, with aſſiduity, 
with vigour; and ſo run as to obtain. 
They not only begin the courſe of holineſs; 
they not only proceed in it for a conſider- 
able time; but, at length, they finiſh it 
with honour and joy. 


Once 
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Once more, under this head, it is the 
character of the genuine Diſciples of our 
bleſſed Lord, that they keep the faith. 
Some have ſuppoſed that St. Paul, in this 
phraſe, drops the figurative language which 
he has uſed in the reſt of the paſſage; and 
others, that he refers to citizens who had 
performed, with fidelity, the public truſts 
that had been committed to them; in con- 
ſequence of which they were often reward- 
ed with crowns, as well as the conquerors 
in the games. Others, again, think that 
the alluſion to the gymnaſtic exerciſes is 
{ti]]l carried on; and that there is a re- 
ference to the laws by which the combats 
were regulated, and which the candidates 
were bound inviolably to maintain. But 


which ever of theſe conjectures we admit, 


the general ſignification of the words is the 
ſame; for the Apoſtle plainly declares, 
in them, that he had acted a faithful 
part towards his great Maſter. He had 
adhered to the Religion of Chriſt with 
unſhaken ſteadineſs; had preſerved his 
allegiance to the Saviour in the moſt 
trying circumſtances; and had not been 


__ by any dangers or terrors, to 


forſake 
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forſake or to betray his cauſe. Such, too, 
is, in ſome meaſure, the character of all 
the ſincere followers of Jeſus. Senſible of 
his excellencies and his claims, they re- 
ceive his doctrines, and ſubmit to his laws 
in the whole of their conduct. No in- 
ducements can prevail upon them to ſwerve 
from the loyalty, the love, and the zeal 
which he deſerves at their hands. They 
unite ſincerity and fidelity in their chriſtian 
profeſſion; and they maintain their ſince- 
rity and fidelity to the end. 


We now proceed, ſecondly, to conſider 
the happineſs which will be conferred, in 
the future ſtate, on the genuine Diſciples 
of Chriſt. © Hencetforth,” ſays the Apoſ- 
tle, © there is laid up for me a crown of 
* righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righte- 
e ous Judge ſhall give me at that day: and 
not to me only, but to all them, alſo, 
* that love his appearing.” The alluſion 
is here manifeſtly carried on to the grecian 
games, in which crowns were beſtowed on 
thoſe who obtained the victory in the ſe- 
veral combats; and theſe crowns were fixed 
on the heads of the conquerors by the per- 

L ſons 
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ſons who were appointed to regulate the 


_ exerciſes, and to determine who were en- 


titled to the reſpective Prizes. 


And the firſt thing we ſhall take notice 
of, is the reward itſelf that will be granted 
to the faithful adherents of piety and vir- 
tue. It is a crown of righteouſneſs. This 
phraſe may be regarded as ex preſſing the 
Juſtice and equity of the diſtributions of the 
heavenly world, and that they ſhall take 
place in proportion to the improvements 
we have made, at preſent, in holineſs and 
goodneſs: and the thought is an infinitely 
important one, which requires our molt 
ſerious contemplation, and is held out to 
us, again and again, in the ſacred writings. 
But it doth not appear to me to be the 
lentiment particularly intended, by St. 
Paul, in the text. By a crown of righ- 
teouſneſs, he ſeems to mean a crown of 
lalvation or happineſs; according to the 
ſenſe in which the word is frequently uſed, 
both in the Old and the New Teſtament. 
It is, indeed, a divine ſalvation, a ſublime 
ha ppineſs, that ſhall be conferred on real 


C Chhriſ 
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Chriſtians, They ſhall be delivered from 
the infirmities, fins, and troubles, which 
here leſſened the perfection and diſturbed 
the quiet of their minds. Yes, they ſhall be 
eternally delivered from every interruption 
to their harmony and tranſport. | But 1s it 
freedom only from natural and moral evil 
that ſhall be beſtowed upon them? No, 
they ſhall enjoy the higheſt poſitive felicity. 
Their bliſs ſhall be pure and refined in its 
nature, tranſcendent in its kind, and end- 
leſs in its duration. In vain ſhould we 
pretend to delineate it in its juſt characters, 
or to paint it in its proper colours. Let 
me refer you to the noble deſcriptions 
which are given of it in the writings of the 
Apoſtles and Evangeliſts. Let me refer 
you to that particular declaration, which 
aſſures us that eye hath not ſeen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart 
of man the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him. Let me 
refer you to your own delightful experi- 
ence in the future world; that delightful 
experience which I fervently pray we 
may each of us have of the unſpeakable 

excel- 


69) 


excellence and value of the employments, 
honours, and pleaſures of the celeſtial 
ſtate. 


What a prodigious difference 1s there be- 
tween the earthly and the heavenly crown! 
The crown which adorned the brow of the 
conqueror in the grecian games, was com- 
poſed of very brittle materials; it was ſoon 
liable to wither or decay; the applauſe 
which attended it might quickly be tranſ- 
ferred to a new favourite; and, perhaps, 
the perſon who wore it might be deprived 
of his renown, by an unſuccelsful conteſt 
with ſome freſh competitor. But the crown 
of the true Chriſtian is ſubject to none of 
theſe unhappy changes and diminutions. 
It is a crown of glory, incorruptible, un- 
defiled, and which fadeth not away. 


But let us take notice of the certainty 
of the reward which ſhall be granted to 
the real ſervants of Jeſus. This is fully 
- expreſſed by the Apoſtle, when he ſaith 
that it is laid up for him, and for all that 
love the appearance of the Judge. It 18 
laid up in the divine counſels and pur- 
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poles. The one God and Parent of the 
univerſe, from whom alone originally pro- 


ceedeth every good and perfect gift, hath 


determined, in the infinite riches of his 
benevolence, to beſtow an endleſs felicity 
on ſuch as perſevere, to the end of their 
mortal exiſtence, in the ways of piety and 
righteouſneſs; and this determination he 
has amply diſplayed in the Goſpel of his 


Son. There we are favoured with the 


molt poſitive aſſurances of eternal life; 


and theſe aſſurances are undeniably con- 
firmed hy the reſurrection of our Saviour 
from the dead. Yes, our Lord, by his 
own reſurrection, hath ſealed the promiſe 
of the father, and hath raiſed us to a 
vigorous hope, and indeed a full confi- 
dence, that we, alſo, if we become his 
genuine followers, ſhall break the fetters 


of the grave, and ſpring up to the poſſeſ- 


ſion of a happineſs which ſhall never ceaſe. 
This we are certain of, becauſe our ex- 


pectations are founded upon the word of 


that God who cannot deceive; that God 
who muſt be faithful to his declarations 
and engagements. 


It 
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It is a pleaſure to us, in our ſurvey of 
the future reward, to reflect, farther, on 
the hand by which it will be given. It 
will be beſtowed upon us by the exalted 
Jeſus, whom the bleſſed Jehovah has ap- 
pointed to fix the condition of the human 
race, and to confer upon the upright their 
crowns of glory. As in the public grecian 
games, there was a perſon choſen, whoſe 
buſineſs it was to determine who had 'ob- 
tained the victory, and to diſpenſe the 
prizes to the conquerors; ſo is our Saviour 
conſtituted, by his heavenly father, the 
head of the church; and to him is com- 
mitted the authority of calling us to an 
account, and the privilege of adjudicating 
eternal life to his ſincere followers. Is not 
this a circumſtance which ve muſt think 
upon with high ſatisfaction, when we con- 
ſider the character of Chriſt, and our ob- 
ligations to him? As to his character, he 
is the righteous judge. There will be no 
partiality in the diſtribution of his favours; 
but his ſervants ſhall be treated with con- 
ſummate equity, and dealt with aceording 
to the real integrity of their diſpoſitions 
and conduct. In human courts of judi- 

cature, 
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cature, ignorance, error, and corruption, 
ſometimes prevail to the perverſion of juſ- 
tice: but at the grand tribunal of Jeſus, 
his faithful Diſciples may be aſſured that 
their acts of piety, their works of fidelity, 
their labours of love, ſhall not be for- 
gotten, or go unrewarded. 


As our Lord is a righteous, ſo likewile, 
he is a gracious and benevolent judge; for 
ſuch 1s the meaning included in the term 
righteous. He has himſelf had experience 
of the infirmities and weakneſſes of our 

frame, and of the number and ſtrength of 
the temptations by which we are encom- 
paſſed; and, therefore, he will make every 
candid allowance for us that the nature of 
the caſe can admit. It is rich mercy thai 
confers upon the Saints their crown of ſal- 
vation; for they could not poflibly lay a 
{tri claim to ſo diſtinguiſhed, ſo endleſs 
a bleſſedneſs. It will, it muſt, indeed, be 
diſtributed with a perfect regard to the 
tempers and qualifications of the receivers, 
and be proportioned to their attainments 
and virtues. This is abſolutely neceſſary 
to the moral government of the univerſe: 
but 


( 29 ) 
but ſtill it muſt be confeſſed that eternal 
life can be no other than the free gift of 
God; and this gift he beſtows upon us by 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. | 


The obligations, alſo, which we are 
already under to our Saviour, will render 
the thoughts of his being the diſpenſer of 
our happineſs peculiarly pleaſing. He it 
is who hath carried on the cauſe of our 
immortal welfare. He it is who hath gone 
through the ſevereſt trials and calamities. 
He it is who hath died upon the croſs, that 

he might bring us to God. He it is 
but why do we attempt to enter into par- 
ticulars, which cannot be mentioned, and 
much leſs have juſtice done to them, m 
the preſent compaſs. Suffice it to obſerve, 
that we are unſpeakably endebted to our 
Lord for all which he has done, and all 
that he hath ſuffered in our behalf. Muſt 
it not, therefore, be a high ſatisfaction to 
us to receive our crown from that gracious 
Maſter to whom we are engaged by ſuch 
ſtrong and tender ties, and who hath com- 
municated to us the nobleſt hopes and 
proſpects? It muſt, undoubtedly, inſpire 


us 
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us with inexpreſſible tranſport, to behold 
that compaſſionate Jeſus, who, for our 
ſakes, ſubmitted on earth to ignominy, to 
poverty, to diſtreſſes, and to a cruel death, 
at length, appearing in the ſplendour and 
dignity of the Judge, and diſtributing, 
with his own benevolent hands, the pre- 
cious, the endleſs rewards of the righteous. 


The time, too, in which theſe rewards 
will be finally and completely given, is 
another pleaſing circumſtance. It vill be, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, in the text, at THAT 
DAY; THAT DAY, by way of emphaſis, 
which alone deſerves to be mentioned as 
the grand criſis, the deciſive period of the 
world. It will be on that day in which 
our Lord ſhall be diſplayed with unutter- 
able majeſty, ſhall ſummon the human 
race from their graves, and cauſe them to 
ſtand at his aweful tribunal. The victors 
in the grecian games were crowned in the 
preſence of large multitudes, - who were 
collected from all parts to be ſpectators of 
the combats; and it was, no doubt, a vaſt 
addition to the felicity of the conquerors, 


to have ſo many witneſſes and applauders 
| | "IC 
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of the glory they had gained. But what 
was this concourſe of people to the aſſem- 
bly which will be brought together at the 
final Judgment! There will be all the de- 
ſcendants of Adam, from the firſt found- 


ation of the globe down to its laſt diſſolu- 


tion. There will be the wile, the 7great, 


the good, of every age, of every country, 


and of every diſpenſation. There will be 


not the human race only, but an innumer- 


able company of Angels, thoſe exalted 
Spirits that fill the courts of Heaven. There 


will be the Saviour ſeated upon his mag- 
nificent throne. Before this auguſt aſſem- 
bly will the faithful ſervants of Jeſus re- 
ceive their crown of reward. Such, ſuch 
is the honour which will be conferred upon 


you, O! ye Saints of the molt high God; 


and an honour it is, that will reflect an 
eternal diſgrace on all terreſtrial diſtinc- 
tions and ſplendours; an honour it is, 
which the imagination can by no means, 
at preſent, fully conceive. 


We ſhall juſt obſerve, once more, that 
the text holds out to us the objects on 


whom the celeſtial happineſs will be con- 
D ferred. 


they were originally ſpoken by St. Paul; 


( 26 ) 


ferred. The righteous Judge will give it, 
not to me only, ſaith St. Paul, but to all 
them that love his appearing. None of 
the humble Diſciples of our Lord, none 
who have received his doctrines and obey- 
ed his laws, ſhall be excluded from his 
ſalvation. They ſhall have the ſame bleſ- 
ſedneſs in kind, though not in degree, 
which will be granted to the moſt illuſ- 
trious Confeſſors, Martyrs, Evangeliſts, 
and Apoſtles. This is your delightful 
ſituation, O! ye ſincere Chriſtians ; this 
is your delightful ſituation, however con- 
temptible and afflicted you may ſeem be- 
low: and you would not exchange your 
ſituation for all the riches, and pleaſures, 
and glories, which it is in the power of 
this world to afford. 


Thus have we delineated the character 
and happineſs of Chriſtians in general; 
and we have principally enlarged on this 
view of the ſubjett, as being more exten- 
ſively uſeful. But the words of the text 
are particularly applicable to chriſtian 
miniſters. It was in this capacity that 


and 
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4 
and the ſame language may be adopted by 
all thoſe who have been upright and di- 
ligent in the ſacred profeſſion of preaching 
the goſpel. . Each of them may fay, at 
the cloſe of life, *I have fought a good 
fight; I have finiſhed my courle ; I have 
kept the faith.” Each of them may ſay, 
** Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
* crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord 


the righteous Judge ſhall give me at 
that day.” 


We might now proceed to deduce a 
variety of reflettions from what has been 
ſaid. We might take notice how vaſt our 
obligations are to the Goſpel, for ſetting 
before us ſo ſublime a felicity. It might 
be oblerved what a ſtrong motive we are 
favoured with to diligence and perſeverance 
in the diſcharge of our chriſtian duties. 
But the limits of our time muſt confine 
our attention to one or two remarks, ſuited 
to the preſent occaſion, 


And, firſt, what a noble foundation has 
the upright follower of Jeſus for hope and 
Joy, even 1n this life! Hope and joy are 

D 2 plainly 
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. plainly expreſſed by St. Paul in the text. 


Does he not exult in the conſciouſneſs of 
his integrity, in the fortitude he had main- 
tained amidſt the ſevereſt trials, and in 
the expettation of an everlaſting dignity 
and bleſſedneſs? Nor is this gladneſs of 
the Apoſtle of a nature that was appro- 
priated to him alone; but is the right, the 
privilege of all rea} Chriſtians. They 


have the ſatisfattion of reflecting that they 


nave exerciſed a good exerciſe, that they 
have run their race well, and that they 
have kept their fidelity : and ſurely this 
muſt be a ſatisfaction of the moſt delight- 
ful kind. It is true that the beſt of men 


have various deficiencies, errors, and offen- 


ces to think upon, which will fill them with 
humiliation and concern ; and they look 


to the mercy of God for acceptance. But 


ſtill it will be matter of the higheſt thank- 


fulneſs and pleaſure to them that they have 


been upright in their religious profeſſion. 


It cannot but be a ſpring of rejoicing, that 
they have the teſtimony of their conſci- 


ences, that in ſimplicity and godly ſin- 


cerity they have had their converſation in 
the world, 


(29) 

As they poſleſs ſuch a fund of gladneſs 
when they look backwards, ſo they have 
the beſt ground for confidence, when they 
dire& their views to the heavenly man- 
ſions. They know that they are intereſted 
in the great and precious promiſes of the 
New Teſtament. They know that the 
Saviour ſhall appear, in the majeſty of the 
prince and the_conqueror, at the laſt day; 
and that he ſhall give them a crown of 
unfading righteouſneſs and ſalvation. Be- 
ing entitled, therefore to ſuch an illuſtrious 
felicity hereafter, have they not ample 
_ reaſon for joy at preſent? Have they not 
ample reaſon to be ſerene, and ſatisfied, and 
happy, amidſt their ſharpeſt trials and at- 
flictions, and when they approach to the 
confines of the grave ? | 


Secondly. It we have caule to believe 
that the language of the text is applicable 
to the character and condition of our de- 
parted friends, we have a right to the 
trueſt comfort on their being taken away 
from us by death. The connection in 
which we ſtand to our relatives is very 
clole and tender; and, as was obſerved in 

| | the 
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the begiuning of the diſcourſe, humanity, 
reaſon, and religion, permit and juſtify our 
exerciſing ſome degree of ſorrow for their 
removal. But if we have ground for truſt 
that they are heirs of eternal bleſſedneſs, it 
behoves us to moderate our concern, In 
that caſe, we may unite gladneſs even with 
our tears, becauſe we do not grieve as thoſe 
who are without hope. In that caſe, our 
loſs will be their unſpeakable gain. Though, 
therefore, we may regret their departure, 
we cannot but congratulate them on the 


delightful change to which they are intro- 
_ duced. 


= 


All this conſolation comes to us in its 
full force, with relation to our late excel- 
lent friend, the Rev. Mr. Thomas Toller. 
He was born on the 19th of November, 
1732, at Silverton, in Devonſhire, His 
father, Mr. Hugh Toller, was a reſpectable 
and eminent Attorney, and practiſed at 
Taunton, in Somerſetſhire. The deceaſed 


was the youngeſt of many children. 


Having finiſhed his grammatical learn- 
ing, and his ſerious ſpirit inclining him to 
Ws engage 
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engage in the work of the Chriſtian Mi- 
niſtry, he was removed, at a proper age, 
to a Diſſenting Academy then kept at 
Mile-End, near London, the principal 
tutors of which were the Rev. Dr. Zepha- 
niah Marryat, and the Rev. Dr. John 
Walker. At this ſeminary many valuable 
and uſeful miniſters received their educa- 
tion. Though few memorials of Dr. 
Marryat and Dr. Walker are now pre- 
ſerved, it is not forgotten that they were 
men of diſtinguiſhed and various litera- 
ture. | 


Under theſe gentlemen Mr. Toller pur- 
ſued his academical ſtudies with ſo much 
ſucceſs, and performed the cuſtomary ex- 
erciles of probation with ſuch ability, that, 
on the twenty-ninth of April, 1754, he re- 
ceived a teſtimonial from eight Miniſters of 
reputation, declaring his competence to 
take upon himſelf the office of a public in- 
ſtruttor, and affettionately recommending 
him to the divine bleſſing. From that 
period he commenced Preacher, and ſhort- 
ly afterwards was invited to, and accepted, 
the paſtoral charge of the Church in 
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Nightingale-Lane. He was ordained on 
the twenty-ninth of November, in the ſame 
year. Of that church he continued the 
paſtor till the end of the year 1760, 
when he was eletted morning preacher at 
Monkwell Street, in conſequence of the 
death of the Rev. Dr. Samuel Lawrence, 
whoſe daughter he had married. Nearly 
about the ſame time, he commenced after- 
noon preacher in Hoxton- ſquare. 


In 1774, Mr. Toller, together with a 
very conſiderable part of the congregation, 
removed from the Meeting-houſe in Monk- 


well- ſtreet, to that in Silver-ſtreet. Here 
he officiated as Paſtor (preaching only in 


the morning) till about the year 1789, 


when the infirm ſtate of his health com- 


pelled him to retire from that duty, and to 
confine his miniſterial Jabours to the ſo- 
ciety in Hoxton-ſquare. To that ſociety he 
devoted his paſtoral care to the cloſe of his 
life. On the Lord's-day preceding his de- 
ceaſe, and not quite two days before that 
event, he both preached and adminiſted 
the holy ſacrament. 


I need 
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I need not ſay how fully Mr, Toller 
was qualified for his facred work. I need 
not ſay how devotionally it was condutted, 
how ably it was diſcharged. His dil: 
courſes, which were exceedingly well com- 
poſed, were rational, practical, ſerious, af- 
fectionate, and evangelical, They were 
the productions of a pious and well-trea- 
ſured mind. His delivery was natural, 
proper, and unaffected. During a period 
of forty years, he was conſtant and inde- 
fatigable 1 in his miniſterial functions; ap- 
proving himſelf to be a workman that 
needed not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth. In his religious ſenti- 
ments, while he judged and determined 
freely for himſelf, he was candid and mo- 
derate with reſpect to thoſe who differed 
from him in opinion. No bigotry or 
narrownels of principle reſided in the mind 
of Mr. Toller. 


To a ſtrong natural underſtanding our 
deceaſed friend added large acquirements 
in many branches of learning. Theology, 
which was his proper and profeſſional 


Rudy, more eminently engaged his atten- 
E tion. 


3 £L * 
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tion. In divinity, both ſpeculative and 
practical, he was extenfively read. How 
well furniſhed he was for the pulpit, and 
how able as a Divine, are apparent from 
his ſeveral publications. His two ſermons 
on the Lord's Supper diſplay his earneſt- 
nels on an important ſubjett, without de- 
viating into enthuſiaſm or myſtery. His 
ſermons to tradeſmen contain a rich trea- 
ſure of advice and admonition. They 
were extremely well received; and they 
deſerve to be impreſſed upon the memory, 
and lodged in the heart, of every man that 
is engaged in buſineſs. The diſcourſe 
preached at Romſey, on occaſion of the % 
ſettlement of the Rev. Mr. Thomas Porter, - 

with the Congregation of the Proteſtant E | 
Diſſenters there, ſhews, in a clear and i 

ſtriking point of view, how ably Mr. Tol- 
ter could evince, that mankind will be 
treated hereafter according to the improve- 
ment they make of their reſpettive moral 
and religious advantages; and his ſermon. 
at St. Thomas's, for the benefit of the 
charity ſchool in Gravel-lane, Southwark, 
is a proof how ſtrongly he could plead for 
a benevolent and uſeful inſtitution, In 
400 | his 
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his diſcourſe on the coming and enlarg- 
ment of the kingdom.of God, he exerted 
his powers of perſuaſion upon a ſhll nobler 
and more extenſive object, the ſociety in 
Scotland for propagating Chriſtian Know- 
ledge in the Highlands and Iſlands of that 
couniry, While, in this. diſcourſe, he 
manifeſts a laudable zeal againſt the errors 
and corruptions of popery, he contends 
for the free exerciſe of religion, and diſ- 
plays a candour and liberality of ſentiment 
becoming a miniſter of the Goſpel.” At 
the cloſe of the ſermon, there is a fine pal- 
lage, in which Mr. Toller expreſſes, with 
great animation, his admiration of the 
true principles of our happy conſtitution. 
Indeed, he was firmly and zealouſly: at- 
tached to the cauſe of civil and Religious 
liberty, as built upon, and capable of be- 
ing extended on the baſis of the revolu- 
tion. In the attempts of the diſſenting 
miniſters (at length ſucceſsful) for the en- 
largement of the Toleration Act, be took 
a warm and active part. 


No one could be more excellent and 
exemplary in the domeſtic relations of liſe 
E 2 than 


(36) 


than Mr. Toller. To his wife and chil- 
dren he was indulgent and affectionate in 
the higheſt degree. His loſs, after an union 
which ſubſiſted for thirty-five years, in the 
utmoſt fidelity and harmony, muſt to 
Mrs. Toller be a deep and ſevere wound, 
I pray God that ſhe may be ſupported, 
and I truſt that ſhe will be ſupported 
by every divine conſolation. Of ſuch a 
father his children will cheriſh the me- 
mory with perpetual reſpect and gratitude ; 
and they will, I doubt not, be particularly 
ſolicitous to emulate his virtues, | 


Mr. Toller was very graceful in his per- 
ſon, and of pleaſant, chearful, and poliſh- 
ed manners. The behaviour of the gen- 
tleman beſtowed an additional ornament 
to the character of the chriſtian and the 
miniſter, He poſſeſſed great vivacity both 
of thought and expreſſion; and he had a 
flow of wit and humour, tempered with 
the decorum of the divine, which rendered 
his company highly entertaining. His wit 
and humour were of the good-natured and 
gentle kind; ſomething of that ſort which 
we may ſuppoſe to have ſubſiſted in the 
private converſation of an Addiſon. 
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To advert to higher matters; as the ge- 
neral piety of Mr. Toller was unqueſtion- 
able, ſo it was eſpecially diſplayed in the 
manner with which he bore a great fight 
of afflictions. In conſequence, as it is ſup- 
poſed, of an hereditary gout, his bodily 
ſufferings, for the laſt ſixteen years of his 
life, were very frequent and acute. The 
ſpaſmodic affettions with which he was 
attacked, were equally ſevere and alarm- 
ing. Theſe trials he ſuſtained with uncom- 
mon patience, and he always expreſſed a 
complete reſignation . to the will of God. 
This principle was ſtrongly inculcated oy 
him on his family. 


The ſame reſignation was maintained by 
him on the deceaſe of two amiable daugh- 
ters, who died a ſew years ſince; one at 
the age of twenty-three, the other at that 
of ſixteen. He felt as a Father, . he 
ſubmitted as a Chriſtian. 


1 
1 


In ſome of the violent paroxylms of his 
illnels, he had no other proſpect belides 
that of immediate diffolution ; but he faced 
the n with wonderful courage and 


intre- 


( 38 ) 


intrepidity. Fortitude was a very pro- 
minent feature in his character. 


His death was at laſt inſtantaneous, and 
without a groan. Two of his brothers died 


in the ſame manner ; and of the lame ſpecies 
of diforder. 


The ſudden removal of our friend holds 
out an affecting warning to us to be always 
ready. It is a warning which might juſtly 
be enlarged upon for our chriſtian im- 
provement. But I forbear to inſiſt on this 
leſſon of wiſdom and piety, becauſe it was 
ſo excellently enforced by my worthy and 


able brother who ſpake over the gave of 
the deceaſed. 


Thus have I a eee to por a zul 


tribute of reſpect to the memory of a 


friend whom J loved, and a miniſter whom 
I highly eſteemed. With truth may it be 
ſaid of him, that he fought a good fight, 
that he exerciſed a good exerciſe, that he 
has finiſhed his courſe well, and that he 
kept his fidelity to his great maſter; and 
there is, I doubt not, laid up for him a 

crown 


( 39 ) 


crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord 
the righteous Judge will give him at the 
great day of final retribution. What, 
then, remains but that we ſhould each of 


us, in our ſeveral capacities and ſituations, 


be ardently ſolicitous to preſerve a like 
character, and to attain the ſame reward. 
This exhortation I would particularly ap- 


| ply to thoſe who have attended on Mr. 


Toller's able and fanhful miniſtry. Re- 
member, I beſeech you, his judicious in- 
ſtructions, his affectionate addreſſes, his 
zealous concern to carry you forward in 
the ſpiritual and divine life. Endeavour, 
more and more, to be, what he urged and 
prayed that you might be, devout, ſeri- 
ous, upright, and practical Chriſtians. Be 
followers of him in the virtues and graces 
of the religious character: be followers of 
him in his faith and his patience. Thus 
ſhall you, at length, together with him, 
inherit the promiſes of the Goſpel. Thus 
when the great ſhepherd ſhall appear, you 
and your beloved paſtor ſhall appear with 
him in glory. Amen. 


SE I 4 
a Mi IS 


— — 


— 


AN 


ORATION; 


DELIVERED 


AT THE INTERMENT OF THE LATE 


REV”. THOMAS TOLLER. 


IN BUNHILL FIELDS, 


MARCH 11, 1795 


BY HUGH WORTHINGTON, JUNE. 


| 


4 


— SE. r 


. . 


n 


= 


4 

82 
* 8 \—_ >» a 
n 


"- 


r 


Fig 


2 


7 


by . * 
8 


Ot." ER 


- = 


——_— 


. 4 
& 
J's 
7 
24 
Al 
"I? 
* 
"TK 
. 
4 
5 6 
"2 * 
3 
"= 
# 
* 
1 
4 
IS 
LH 
2 
71 
= 
- 
Te by 
7 
— 
7 
4 x 
£ 
= 
.4 
1 
* 
>, 
3 
* 
4 
1 2 
1 
l 


AN 


ORATION, 
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My Brethren, is it poſſible to follow 
the remains of a departed friend to the 
grave, eſpecially to A PLACE LIKE THIS, 
without ſeriouſly reflecting, that tue life of 
man 1s vanity, that his days on earth are 
as a ſhadow, and there is none abiding ?--- 
that we came into the world naked, and 
naked we mult go out of it----that every 
man draweth after hum, as there are in- 
numerable before him? As human beings, 
can you avoid refletting on your own 
mortality; and as Chriſtians, on the dil- 
coveries of the Goſpel, and the mercies 
which are laid up in the New Covenant? 
That Goſpel, that Covenant, pour light 
into the valley of ſhadows, and render it a 

A 2 ſcene 


W 

ſcene of preſent ſecurity, and of future tri- 
umph. They diſarm Death of its power 
to hurt, while they teach us to prepare for 
its ſtroke: and by aſſuring us of the viſ- 
dom and mercy of God, and opening to 
our view the pattern of the Redeemer, and 
the felicity of Heaven, they forbid us to 
ſorrow, even as others who have no hope. 
------Thele are ſentiments, which, however 
trite or common, well become this LAND 
OF GRAVES where we are aſſembled, and 
eſpecially the mournful occaſion which 
has now brought us together. 


You may poſſibly expect me to enlarge 
here, on the abilities, character, and 
miniſterial labours of THE DECEASED; 
but I ſhall not dwell on theſe points, as 
they will be diſcuſſed and improved the 
next ſabbath-day, by a preacher every 
way more qualified to do them juſtice. 
However, the intimacy of long acquaint- 
ance, and the veneration due to his me- 
mory, compel me to ſay,----that as a man, 
he was poſſeſſed of a ſtrong mind----as a 
Chriſtian, he added to the other fruits of 
religion ſingular patience and reſignation, 

under 


1 


under the very ſevere and excruciating 
pains, with which for years he was at 
ſeaſons afflited----as a huſband and parent, 
he was both faithful and affettionate----as 
a friend, ever ready to ſerve others, and in 
his converſation at all times remarkably 
pleaſant and inſtruttive----and as a divine, 
he was very judicious and elaborate, yet 
equally ſerious and practical, in his prepa- 
rations for the pulpit. 


But as on theſe topicks I ſhall not inſiſt, 
for a reaſon already aſſigned, the remainder 
of this Addreſs will turn. on the uſe we 
ſhould make of the ſudden, and affecting 
manner, in which this ſervant of God was 
called into eternity. His death was 2n- 

flantanecous.----Surely, the exclamation of 
the Patriarch Job, though it might be ap- 
plied to every inſtance and mode of diſſo- 
lution, is peculiarly ſtriking and appoſite 
in the caſe of ſudden death; © My days 
Hare paſt, my purpoſes are broken off, 
** even the thoughts of my heart.” Let us 

dwell a little on this intereſting ſentiment ; | 
MY PURPOSES ARE BROKEN OFF. How 
many thouſands are ſleeping in theſe ſur- 
ronnding 


1 


rounding tombs, who might juſtly and 
feelingly have adopted this complaint! 
We ſhall therefore, for a moment, ſurvey 
human purpoſes, and then contemplate 
their ſudden diſſolution by the ſtroke of 
mortality. ----It is natural to us to be form- 
ing deſigns of one kind or another. The 
mind of man 1s ever buly ; thinking, plan- 
ning, and executing, are her delight; and 
ſhe is prompted to this activity, by many 
fears and hopes, by many neceſſities and 
deſires. None of us live a day, ſcarcely 
an hour, without framing to ourſelves 
ſome purpoſes, either wile or fooliſh, uſeful 
or vain, or between them both indifferent. 
Whether we take a view of the world, or 
merely examine what paſſes within our- 
ſelves, we mult acknowledge, that, through 
the whole of life, man is buſily employed in 
reference to futurity. Some are deviſing 
means of pleaſure and amuſement, and 
ſaying in their hearts, ©to-morrow ſhall be 
* as this day, and much more abundant.” 
Many are framing deſigns in the way of 
commerce ; nor do we mean to condemn 
them, ſo long as they purſue buſineſs with 
wlll, proper motives; for every man ought to 
pro- 
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provide for his own, and indeed has au- 
thority from God for doing it. Again, 
others are forming projects of unbounded 
ambition and greatneſs; anxiouſly con- 
triving, not only to add houſe to houſe, 
and field to field, but to acquire and main- 
tain a proud ſuperiority to the reſt of their 
ſpecies. But with theſe I muſt contraſt the 
man of real piety, who, amidſt all his at- 
tentions to ſecular concerns, will find lei- 
ſure for the moſt ſerious thoughts, reſpecting 
his duty to God, and the ſtate of his foul 
for ever. Theſe are literally the thoughts 
of lis heart : they are not accidentally 
taken up; they do not occur with re- 
luctance; they are not poſtponed to a fick 
bed or a dying hour ; but are inwrought 
into his very frame and habit; they have 
a place in his mind daily, and a place in 
his prayers likewiſe. He looks upon reli- 
gion as the nobleſt employment and intereſt 
of man, and to promote this in his family 
and neighbourhood, in the church and 
the world, is dearer to him than any plans 
which are merely temporal. Thus you 
perceive, that the ſchemes and purpoſes 
of mankind are wonderfully diverſified :--- 
diver- 


1 


diverſified, juſt as fancy leads, occaſion 
excites, or religion dictates. Some purſue 
the things of the body, others of the mind. 
Some are thinking how to begin the world, 
others how they may retire from it. Some 
are led on by curioſity, others ſtimulated 
by want. Some are plodding for time, 
others labouring for eternity. 


But whatever be our purpoſes and pur- 
ſuits, they are broken off by DEATH, no 
more to be renewed in this ſublunary ſtate. 
Our plans are not only disjoined, but diſ- 
ſolved. There is neither work nor device, 
knowledge nor wiſdom in the grave, whi- 
ther we are going. Our Divine Maſter has 
obſerved, that © the might cometh, in which 
* no man can work:“ and this night of 
death, unlike to that in the natural world, 
frequently commences in a moment, while 
we fondly believe, that our fun is high above 
the horizon, and that much remains of its 
diurnal courſe. How often do we ſee men 
removed inſtantly, from every hope they 
had indulged, and from every enterpriſe 
they had undertaken ! Although, as one 
exprelles it, © ſome are worn away with 
„ pains, which, while they ſuffer life to be 
long, 
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« long, condemn it to be uſeleſs, chain us 
«* down on the couch of miſery, and mock 
eus with the hopes of death,” yet others 
drop into the tomb without the illneſs of a 
day or an hour. Apoplexies, which were 
little ſuſpected, and accidents of unnum- 

bered kinds, have ſwept away multitudes 
of our fellow-creatures. Many, like our 
late and reſpected friend, have retired to 
their reſt in circumſtances of unuſual health 
and chearfulneſs, but over their breathleſs 
remains you may pronounce the language 
of ſcripture, thou ſhalt ſeek me in the 
<6 morning, but I ſhall not be.” The ſtateſ- 
man has been hurried from the helm of 
political care, the merchant fromall ſchemes 
and connexions of buſineſs, the parent from 
the government of his family and proviſion 
for their welfare, the Chriſtian from reli- 
gious ordinances, and the miniſter from 
his paſtoral offices. To the good man, - 
to the prepared Diſciple of Jeſus, how bleſ- 
ſed the change! Though to the thought- 
leſs charatter tremendous, yet to the 
real Chriſtian tranſporting ! Sudden death 
is to ſuch ſudden glory. He paſles the 


gulph which leads from time to eternity, 
B without 
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without fearing the danger, or knowing 
the gloom. However violent the ſhock, 
which ſudden death may give to ſurvivors, 
yet if we have any genuine regard for the 
friend we have loſt, we ſhall rejoice that 
his diſmiſſion was ſo quick from the toils 
and troubles of time, to the pure and per- 
fect enjoyments of Heaven. And though 
by ſuch an event, ye, who are moſt nearly 
related, loſe the benefit ariſing from a pa- 
ternal farewell, and a laſt teſtimony to re- 
ligion, yet it may juſtly be preſumed, that 
the warning, which Providence 1s thus 
ſounding in your family, will far exceed 
in efficacy any conſiderations which a dying 
fellow-creature could urge. In one Caſe 
you liſten to the voice of man; in the 
other, you are commanded to liſten to the 


voice of God. 


This event ſpeaks to us all. Shall we 
not apply the warning? Shall we not 
henceforth conſider our latter end? Have 
we made any league with the grave? Do 
we know, at what time, or in what manner, 
God will ſummon us to his righteous 


bar?----I bleſs God, we do not. Ignorance 
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on this ſubject is one of our greateſt mercies. 
Though ſome philoſophers have affected to 
ſay, that it would be a deſirable acquiſition 
to know the time of our death, yet the leaſt 
reflection on men and things muſt convince 
us to the contrary, There could not be a 
much heavier curſe, For ſuppoſe, we had 
this foreknowledge of the period of our 
diſſolution it would inform us, that our 
departure was either near at hand, or afar 
off : take either part of this dilemma, and 
miſerable conſequences will enſue. If we 
knew for certain, that death was at the 
door, our minds would be diſtratted, every 
comfort taſtleſs, and every interview with 
our friends ſteeped in melancholy. But if 
we were aſſured, that a length of years was 
before us, is there one perſon in a million, 
who would not be in danger of yielding to 
preſent temptation, through the quieting 
and ſoothing influence of this thought---- 
I have long to live, and abundant ſpace to 
reform. Let us then be ever watchful and 
active, for in ſuch an hour, as we think 
not, the ſon of man cometh, 
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I cloſe with the obſervation of one of 
the beſt writers, which this or any other 
country has produced. © Among the many 
improvements, made by the laſt centuries 
in human knowledge, may be numbered 
* the exact calculations of the value of 
life. But whatever be their uſe in traffic, 
they ſeem very little to have advanced 
* morality. They have hitherto been ra- 
* ther applied to the acquiſition of money, 


* none of his calculations to his own te- 
* nure; but perſiſts, m contempt of pro- 
© bability, to foretell long life to himſelf, 
* and believes that he is marked out to 
reach the utmoſt verge of human exiſt- 
* ence, and ſee thouſands and tens of thou- 
* ſands fall into the grave”.* May God 
preſerve us from a dream ſo deluſive and 
fatal. May he give us underſtanding to 
diſcern and improve our frailty. En- 
lightened by his word, warned by his 
providence, and aſſiſted by his grace, 
may we from this day be diligent in bu- 


ſineſs, and fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the 
Lord! Amen. e, 
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Day Evening Letture, at Salter's-Hall. 


II. A FUNERAL SERMON, occaſioned by the Death 
of the late Rev. FRANCIS SPILSBURY. 


III. A DiscouRsE preached before the CokRE- 
SPONDENT BOARD, in London, of the SOCIETY 
in Scotland, for erecting Schools, and propagating 
the Goſpel in the Highlands, &c. 


IV. An Essay on the Solution of PLAIN TRI- 
ANGLES. | 


V. A SERMON preached before the SUPPORTERS 
of a NEw ACADEMICAL INSTITUTION among 
Proteſtant Diſſenters. / 


VI. A SERMON in behalf of the PROTESTANT 
DissE£NTING CHARITY SCHOOL in Woop- 
STREET, SPITALFIELDS. 


(WITH SOME OTHERS. 


Alſo in the Preſs, and ſpeedily wall be publiſhed, 


Four DiscouRsEs on the Principal Charatters, under 
which CHRISTIAN PROFESSORS may be claſſed. 


